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I wish to thank the Castle Peak Baptist Church for their
thoughtfulness in including me in their church ministry
for these past three months, I want to especially thank
Pastors Tam and Lau and all the staff members for their
gracious acceptance and cooperation. The experience has
been one of the highlights of my missionary life! The
congregation reflects the gracious spirit of the Pastors
and staff as well!

Pastor Tam suggested that for the church paper that I re-
flect on some of the early years of missionary service and EIR ST
the possible implications for those now comtemplating missionary service to other places and groups.

I must first acknowledge that God is good and has been so gracious in allowing me to return to Hong
Kong and to your church for ministry, I pray that some of my experiences may have some practical
application to those who are now contemplating cross cultural relationships in the name of Christ.

One of my profound personal experiences is that in spite of the fact that God has called , and ini-
tially we surely recognize that God s will is important there are many temptations along the way
which the devil often uses to sidetrack us. I experienced not less that five or six different events
in my life in which I wanted to do something else other than follow God' s will in actually going
and doing what God had called me to do. Most of what Satan did was to appeal to my own pride
in thinking I could do “better” for myself or that I was more “important” and capable of doing
things -——always in God' s Kingdom.” Those things were those that I wanted to do. But God is
good and often in His grace He does not allow us to go to far to our own way! I praise Him because
He did not let me follow my own way! I tried to go a different way on several occasions but He kept
bringing me back!

In another way that is now I really discovered what is really God s willl. It is really not fair to
tempt God s anger. It is always better to trust Him and accept His leadership by obedience.
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¢ Problems in Confronting a New Culture

As missionaries one of the greatest challenges we initially face is
the new culture and how we relate to it. One thing that helped
me the most was not only missionaries who encouraged me but also
Chinese persons in the church and Baptist life who dared to en-
courage me as a newcomer and give me their advice and wisdom.
With Sz Mo, we entered straight way into a Chinese church rather
than tryng to fall back on an English congregation. It was a little
bit selfish in that people both missionaries and others suggested
that the church we were choosing did not like “foreigners.” we
felt we where in Hong Kong to work with Chinese brothers and
sisters and wanted to prove them abd others wrong! We wanted to
at least try. It might have been more comfortable for us to work in
English but we felt we were here to communicate with each other.
God was good in helping us to find those in church leadership who
at least appreciated our efforts and talked with us and gradually
accepted us into the fellowship! Praise the Lord!

In the early days little by little I was introduced to and became
friends with a number of experienced Chinese Baptist leaders from
Canton days who had come to Hong Kong and provided us insight
and history of Chinese Baptists in Canton as well as Hong Kong
and helped us move more quickly into Chinese church society, How
thankful we were for open Chinese leaders who understood new
missionaries and their needs and helped us move forward. Some of
our older experienced missionaries also were benefical in helping
us identify the leaders, introducing us o them, and giving advice
aout relatig. Differences we experienced we disovered were more
of our lack of experience. We wanwanted to know how to relate
and be a part of the new society rather than to maintain whatever
values or opinions \we posssessed. We discovered that openness
to others is vital in tryng to understand. We found we needed to
discover what things were important to the work we were going to
do rather than fixing our own goals and direction first.



¢ Dealing with different Cultural values

One of the most difficult thigs to deal with in a new society
(new to you) are differences in your own accepted values, or
habits. Things like “Picking teeth” bowing in respect (per-
sonal, funerals, etc) greetings, saying the proper words in a
variety of circumstances, and other such things Also things
that are important to family life, family relationshisp, etc
are very imortant. One thing we discovered early on was the
importance of family relationships and the means of identify-
ing various family members in a concise, proper way. At-
titudes about authority and the family decision makig process
were also important. We found it is particularly true when
there is more than one wife in the family. This proved to be
a challenge for us. I could understand how there would be
complications when more than one legal wife was involved in

a family but could not easily understand how a man could
manage more than one wife in the family relationship!

¢ Language Learning

One of our most challenging tasks was the leaning of a new language. Our
greatest help was the gift of a competent Chinese teacher, Mr. Hoh. We later
added Mr. Ting as well. Both men were experienced in helping foreigners like
ourselves and were patient with helping us work on proper tones as well as char-
acters!!! The greatest temptation in learning new words and phrases is thinking
that you know them! Chinese language in particular is one of very subtle varia-
tions using the same words but in a different formation! In Chinese there may
be many ways to say the same thing! This is complicated by “traditional”
ways as well as  “folk ways® There are plays on words and phrases. Our teach-
ers were gifted in both and took great pains to teach us both. One thing we
discovered early on was that Culture is wrapped up in its language and various
ways of expressing a thought. At the same time learning is a painful life long
process. The good thing about that is that you must be continuously open and
humble! Humility was not always one of my greatest attributes, I have a ter-
rible tendency to pride! God forgive me!

Another thing we found out in the hard way was that in different circumstances
there are “correct” ways to express thoughts and opinions - and wrong ways
as welll At a birthday cellbration to which we were invited we chose a lovely,
rather expensive clock to give to the friend]  WRONG!!! Youcan “sell clocks”
but not give them, most certainly for a birthday!!! There are so many ways to
make mistakes and embarass yourself and others at the same time! Uggh!



¢ In Regard To Self!

I personally found that in relation to being “a mission-
ary’ the greatest challenge was not all the things above
but the problems of self. Entering a new culture what
we bring is ourselves—our spiritual being, our usual self,
our customs, our habits, our attitudes about whatever,
and our life experiences. I find that I tend to take what I
know and I have experienced as the “gold standard” of
doing things!!! WRONG!! I tend to let my own personal
frustrations, own insecurities, my personal limitations,
my self image, my ways of relating to family members
and others, and key life concepts as those things that

most generally “get in the way  of our relating to oth-
ers. It is not always cultural differerces it is just how we
are and how we normally respond to God and to others- FIEEHME—VI/NAKR
It is how I think that I should “be” or do” that is my

challenge.

In John 1:19 John the Baptist seeks to address the Pharisees and Scribes
who were sent to question him. They aked him the key question:

“Who are you?” He said I am not Messiah, I am just a person with
a task of pointing people to Christ, the Messiah, making things plain
and the road straight—and nothing more.” 1 have tried to think about
myself in the same way. I am not God s gift to Missions” but just
a simple servant, pointing people to Christ, making the way plain and
straight. I have responsibility assigned by God Himself. I am one of
many, but I am responsible! As a friend has said, we should proclaim,

Dear Lord, it is all about yu! Not me!” That is what it means to
be “missionary” not more and certainly not less!

One other thing I have found out about mission and the entrance into
others culture is that I have to take off my shoes and walk carefully
and not tread on other dreams! My role is limited to what I can em-
power others to do—and step out of the way. Ultimately I believe that
those most effective in bringing a culture to Christ are those who are
the most authentic—the people of that culture itself. God in His grace

has permitled many of us of other cultures to enter into others life
space and share the Gospel with them—even to point many to Christ,
or that we praise the Lord! However, while circumstances in God s
grand plan provide us the opportunity to influence others ultimately
as John the Baptist said in relation to Jesus: He must increase and I
must decrease!”



¢ Some Reflections

What have I learned so far as a ‘“missionary” ?

As I said above, ultimately it is not about us but about Christ, His -y '
: o K

gospel, His being and His will. In all it is a process—a continuous < \ NG
process—Ilike any other “learning” Confucious says that every e
matter has its own essence and its perrifery, its beginning and its

conclusion, causing us to know what is first and what is last. If
we discover this then we are close to the” doctrine.”

Education as a process is something that is never finished—most certainly in our life time! We have
to be life-long learners. Our biggest temptation (mine at least!) is to think that I have learned some-
thing, that I “‘know’  it! There are many important junctures in our lives but none of them are the
final or ultimate reality,

In keeping with this same idea, I have discovered that in my own limited experience and judgment
that it is often easy to get involved in the” ways” of being missionary and get sidetracked from the
main thing of BEING missionary, the main task. There are a lot of important administrative things
to be done: support. encouraging others in support, taking care of the usual busy matters of life, even
to planning goals so that we might miss doing the very thing for which we have been sent: bringing
people to Christ, teaching them all things, baptizing them into Christ and the church, and helping
them to become growing Christians. I have found that I can be extremely busy but not at the same
time being missionary, the reason for my being sent. Obviously I feel more comfortable in being busy
and involved but I can miss the task of being missionary.

62 e

¢ Conclusion

I firmly believe that the way Castle Peak Baptist Church is involv-
ing itself in God' s Mission is the beginning of a meaningful way
to go about the task. We must somehow confront God s world and
let our hearts be changed by experience and the teaching of God' s
Word so that we change from the inside in our ways of thinking
about and pursung missions We are reminded that God always
looks upon the heart, not the degrees, the physical gifts, the abili-
ties, talents, whatever. What God wants are people who open their
hearts, minds, ears, and hear God s call—and obey. The example
of the early disciples was “they left all and followed Him!”
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